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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-7, 20-17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Esque et al. (US publication Number 2004/0203622). 

Regarding claims 1, 14, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device/system during an emergency situation, comprising: 
receiving at the mobile communication device from a communication system an 
emergency message (0025); 

transitioning the mobile communication device from a regular mode of operation to an 
emergency mode of operation in response to receiving the emergency message (0020, 
0025-0026); and 

allowing only a status message while operating in an emergency mode to be 

transmitted from the mobile communication device while in the emergency mode of 
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Regarding claim 2, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 1, further comprising alerting a user of the mobile 
communication device in response to receiving the emergency message (0023). 

Regarding claim 3, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 2, wherein alerting the user comprises providing a visual alert 
(0023-0024). 

Regarding claim 4, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 3, wherein providing a visual alert comprises illuminating a 
status response button of the mobile communication device (0024, 0028). 

Regarding claim 5, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 3, wherein providing a visual alert comprises displaying an 
icon on a display of the mobile communication device (0028). 

Regarding claim 6, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 2, wherein alerting the user comprises providing an audible 
alert (0023, 0031)). 
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Regarding claim 7, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 2, wherein alerting the user comprises providing an tactile 
alert.(0030). 

Regarding claim 10, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 1, wherein allowing only the status message to be 
transmitted comprises transmitting the status message in response to actuation of a 
status response button (0036, 0037). 

Regarding claim 11, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 1, wherein allowing only the status message to be 
transmitted comprises transmitting the status message in a short message service 
message (0021, 0022). 

Regarding claim 12, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 1, wherein allowing only the status message to be 
transmitted comprises transmitting the status message to a remote party via the 
communication system (0035-0038). 

Regarding claim 13, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 1, wherein allowing only the status message to be 
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transmitted comprises transmitting the status message to a status update server of the 
communication system (0036-0037). 

Regarding claims 15-16, Esque teaches a method of operating a mobile communication 
device/system during an emergency situation, comprising: 

broadcasting from a base station of a communication system an 
emergency message, the emergency message causing non-emergency 
subscriber devices to operate in an emergency mode where they will only 
transmit a status message, the base station having been determined to be located 
in an area affected by an emergency situation; 

receiving a channel request from a mobile communication device at a base 
station, the base station having been determined to be in an area affected by the 
emergency situation (0025); 

if the channel request indicates the mobile communication device intends to transmit a 
status message, granting the request, receiving the status message from the mobile 
communication device is operating in an emergency mode and forwarding the status 
message to a remote party, if the channel request indicates the mobile communication 
device is an 'emergency subscriber, granting the request and allowing the emergency 
subscriber to have normal communication service (0034-0038); and 
ignoring the channel request if the channel request is not from an emergency subscriber 
or from a mobile communication device or for transmitting a status message while 
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operating in an emergency mode (0034-0039). 



Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by Esque 
et al. (US publication Number 2004/0203622). 

Regarding claim 8, Esque fails to mention a method of operating a mobile 
communication device as defined in claim 2, wherein providing the tactile alert 
comprises actuating a mechanical vibrator of the mobile communication device. 
However Examiner takes official notice that mention a method of operating a mobile 
communication device as defined in claim 2, wherein providing the tactile alert 
comprises actuating a mechanical vibrator of the mobile communication device is well 
known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the above teaching of with Esque, in order to 
provide emergency alert that is suppose to be known to the particular user, with out 
disturbing other people. 



Application/Control Number: 10/742,691 



Art Unit: 2617 



Page 7 



3. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by Esque 
et al.(US publication Number 2004/0203622) in view of Raith (US Patent 6,633,754). 

Regarding claim 9, Esque fails to teach a method of operating a mobile communication 
device as defined in claim 1, wherein receiving the emergency message comprises 
receiving the emergency message in a broadcast control channel transmitted by the 
communication system However, Raith teaches a method of operating a mobile 
communication device as defined in claim 1 , wherein receiving the emergency message 
comprises receiving the emergency message in a broadcast control channel transmitted 
by the communication system (col 3 lines 61-67, col 4 lines 1-30). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the above teaching of Raith with Esque, in order to modify the retransmission 
rules to reduce access time. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 3/30/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to the applicant's argument that Esque fails to teach "a message 
received from the network and Esque 's emergency mode is not performed in response to 
receiving an emergency message from network". 
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Examiner asserts any message from the a device should go through the 
network to be received with the other end of the path. In addition Esque teaches a 
wireless communication device notifies designated contacts of an emergency using 
contact information stored in the wireless communication device. The contact 
information includes, but is not limited to, a list of designated contacts, at least one 
individual notification message for each designated contact, and delivery information for 
each notification message. The wireless communication device, responsive to an 
emergency input, automatically retrieves the contact information from memory and 
sends individual notification messages to each designated contact according to the 
contact information. Because the wireless communication device stores all instructions 
and information related to the emergency notification function in memory within the 
wireless communication device, the wireless communication device is compatible with 
any wireless network capable of transmitting messages generated by the wireless 
communication device. A method and apparatus for sending emergency notification 
messages via multiple delivery methods to designated personal emergency contacts 
using a wireless communication device. The wireless communication device stores 
contact information related to emergency notification. The contact information includes, 
but is not limited to, a list of designated emergency contacts, at least one individual 
notification message for each designated emergency contact, and delivery information 
for each notification message. The wireless communication device, responsive to an 
emergency input, retrieves the contact information from memory and sends personal 
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notification messages to the designated contacts using the specified delivery methods. 
Different messages may be sent to different contacts and multiple messages may be 
sent to a single contact using multiple delivery methods. Further, different messages 
may be sent to the same contact using different delivery methods. The wireless 
communication device stores the emergency notification function software as well as all 
instructions and information related to the emergency notification function. A wireless 
network simply transmits the notification messages as it would any other messages 
generated by the wireless communication device. 
The wireless network 100, such as SMS and WAP services, to notify individuals 
designated by the wireless communication device user of an emergency. As 
illustrated in FIG. 1, when a wireless communication device 10 receives an 
emergency input, the wireless communication device 10 automatically transmits 
notification messages to designated individuals. In addition, the wireless 
communication device 10 may contact conventional emergency services 116. Each 
individual may receive a different notification message, which may be delivered 
through a plurality of different delivery methods, such as voice, e-mail, 
facsimile, etc. Further, each individual may receive more than one notification 
message via different delivery methods. The present invention does not require 
any modification of the wireless network 100, but instead takes advantage of 
services already prevalent in existing wireless networks 100. Indeed, one 
advantage of the present invention is that the wireless network 100 handles the 
emergency notification messages in the same manner as other messages using the 
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same services. Therefore, the wireless network 100 need not be aware that it 
is delivering emergency notification messages. The emergency notification 
messages are transported transparently through the wireless network 100 to the 
final designated recipients. A user dials 91 1 to communicate an emergency to the 
emergency response center 116. After completing the 91 1 call, the wireless 
communication device 10 also sends predetermined notification messages, designated 
as messages 1-N in FIG. 1, to predetermined emergency contacts to notify the 
designated contacts of the emergency. The designated contacts may be stored, for 
example, as a list in memory. Message 1 may be sent to contact 1 via facsimile, a 
cellular telephone call, and a landline telephone call. Message 2 may be sent to 
contact 2 via e-mail, WAP, and a paging system. Because the automatic notification 
functionality is completely contained within the wireless communication device 
10, no wireless network 100 modifications are required to implement the 
emergency notification function. In fact, the wireless network 100 merely acts 
as a conduit for transferring the messages from point A to point B. 
It should be noted that Esque's invention is not limited to 91 1 emergency inputs. The 
user may also enter a personal emergency code to activate the emergency contact 
function. Alternatively, an external device may generate the emergency input. 

The references made herein are done so for the convenience of the applicant. 
They are in no way meant to limit the reference. The reference MUST be 
considered in its entirety. 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any responses to this action should be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro be reached (571) 272-7876. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
NM 

September 14, 2006 




